Combating Homelessness and Exclusion from the Housing Market – Two Methods

The theme for the presentation was how to prevent eviction. There is a strong connection between eviction and homelessness. It is very difficult for people who have been evicted to return to the regular housing market. Preventing eviction is therefore an important part in the accumulated effort to combat homelessness. 

Especially two effective methods in preventing evictions were presented: 
1. Preventive measures in the local practice

2. A personal representative (“Personligt ombud, PO”) for people with psychiatric disabilities

In the group discussions, which took place after the presentation, the participants were asked to focus on the following issues, one question for each group: 
1. Preventing homelessness – how can we stimulate local co-operation?
2. How can the user perspective be secured?

3. How can sustainable preventing methods be implemented?
General comments

The groups spent quite a lot of time to exchange experiences from their countries concerning the current homelessness situation. One finding is that there are a lot of similarities as well as differences between the countries. 
Problems mentioned were for example: 

- young homeless people

- immigrants without a place to live

- the vulnerable situation for the Roma people
- homeless people with psychiatric disabilities

- homeless people with drug addiction problems

Lack of housing is a big and increasing problem in many countries. At some places housing is connected with a demand of employment. Eviction is another increasing problem. Social housing is used among many countries as a way of solving the homelessness problem. 
Comments on question nr 1.
All groups stressed the need for co-operation between authorities, housing companies and other stakeholders. One example: In the Netherlands the number of homeless people have decreased with approximately 5 000 persons due to a systematic co-operation between health care institutions, social services, housing companies etc.  

Comments on question nr 2. 
It is very important that the measures offered by the social services, for example housing support, are carried out in co-operation with the individual. 

Historically, the user’s perspective has not been asked for. We have to insist on it to strengthen it. 

Comments on question nr 3. 
The groups mentioned the importance of the governments putting pressure on the housing companies to take their responsibility for households with low incomes. Financial support could stimulate such a development. 
Different forms of housing support to the individuals could prevent evictions. 

Budget councelling, social loans and rent guarantees are other preventive methods. 

Early prevention is necessary. 

Long-term solutions are preferable. 
The homelessness issue has to be on the political agenda. 
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