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Formular zur Einreichung von Workshop-Vorschlägen 2008
Workshop-MODERATOR : Hanna Steidle,  Referentin, Observatorium für die Entwicklung der sozialen Dienste in Europa/Deutscher Verein für öffentliche und private Fürsorge
KO-MODERATOR/IN : Sascha Wenzel, Projektleiter, RAA Berlin (Regionale Arbeitsstellen für Bildung, Integration und Demokratie e.V.).  

	Welche Themenkomplexe möchten Sie während des 90-minütigen Workshops diskutieren?
Support Services for Immigrant Families in Europe – Current Challenges, Stakeholder Networks and Locally Integrated Solution Initiatives

1. Challenges and Needs: What are the greatest challenges in the area of social services for immigrant families? What requirements  can be identified in terms of local support services for children and young people with immigrant backgrounds in order to improve equality of opportunity in the long-term, for example integrated inititiatives within early support for children and young people from immigrant backgrounds? Which impulses come from the European level?
2. Stakeholder networks: Where is co-operation between the various stakeholders within local government (for example the social services and youth welfare departments), schools and voluntary organisations particularly beneficial and how can this be facilitated?
3. Local initiatives: Which trends and initiatives are present in the area of social services for families with immigrant backgrounds in Europe? What strategies exist, with the help of integrated inititatives and co-operation between local stakeholders, for achieving equality of opportunity for children and young people in particular?


	
Bitte beschreiben Sie kurz Ihr Projekt und erklären Sie, was das Besondere des Projektes ausmacht.

Against the background of a rising number of familes affected by poverty and social exclusion, particularly those with an immigrant background, it is currently being discussed in Europe which policies and measures must be introduced in order to meet these challenges. Due to the empirically proven link between social background, education and poverty, current innovative integrated policy initiatives - particularly at the interface between family, integration, education and employment policies – are coming to the fore. Until now, many EU member states had a very fragmented provision of family support services and financial help. In particular families with an immigrant background are often not reached by social services. Social injustice and unequal opportunities within education, employment and prosperity are the result.
The Observatory for the Development of Social Services in Europe is currently running a project on this subject. Examples of best practice from succesful local projects stage are being examined, where children and young people are supported and encouraged at an early stage, particulary those from immigrant families, in order to secure equality of opportunity. Of particular interest are the cooperation structures of local stakeholders from the social services and youth welfare departments, schools and NGOs. At the same time, an analysis is being undertaken of which areas need stronger support. Finally, European impulses are being included in the study. 
The city of Stuttgart has developed interesting initiatives in this area, which will be presented during the course of the workshop.

The workshop should produce new impulses for local decision makers, to help them meet the changing challenges and to provide a podium for discussion and exchange of experience.













