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2008 WORKSHOP PROPOSAL FORM

WORKSHOP LEADER : Diederik Aarendonk, Coordinator of  the European Forum for Primary Care
CO-PRESENTERS :
 

1. Aniek Dane, Policy Advisor, Zorgimpuls - regional coordination office for primary care (Rotterdam, The Netherlands) 

2. (TBC)
	What is/are the main ISSUE or ISSUES that you wish to raise for debate and discussion in this 90 minute workshop? 

1. Combating social exclusion by broadening the scope of primary care from health to wellbeing.

2. Possibilities to support social inclusion by strengthening Primary Care based at community level including an interactive approach with this community/ cooperation with others sectors besides health care.

3. What obstacles in terms of legislation and regulations for Health Centres to act on community level had to be overcome? How could the EU support member states to further develop Primary Care and its role in combating social exclusion?



	Please describe your project briefly here, indicating what makes it special:

The literature provides evidence that primary care contributes to affordable and quality health systems and population health. There is also evidence that primary care, as it is organised in the different European countries, contributes to equity and quality. With this workshop we will explore the possibilities to support social inclusion by strengthening Primary Care based at community level including an interactive approach with this community. Region/community oriented cooperation with others sectors besides health care, like social work, schools (education), housing corporations may contribute to this goal.
Key questions addressed will include:

· How can health centres be community oriented and contribute to social inclusion?  For example, how do they ensure that access to services is equal for both genders, for minority groups and children?  

· Primary Care teams: how far have they been developed and how do they function in practice; how can benefits be described and assessed in particularly regarding social inclusion?

· What have been the developments in terms of new professions and distribution or delegation of responsibilities within Primary Care settings? What are minimum levels of collaboration to ensure involvement in tackling social exclusion problems at community level? 

· What obstacles in terms of competition vs cooperation, private initiative vs public domain?

· How can the European Forum for Primary Care provide further support to its members and advocate for policies in Europe that are supportive to Primary Care in combating social exclusion?

All professionals active in the workshop will be aware of the opportunities Primary Care has to fight social exclusion. The same will be valid for regional policy makers from different regions in Europe that will be involved. The research level will be informed through our extensive network and will define their research agenda according to the project findings.
We aim to present a few recordings of best practices throughout Europe (Video or DVD)
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