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MODULO PER LA PROPOSTA DI WORKSHOP 2008

LEADER DEL WORKSHOP : Fabio Bianchi , Assessore , Provincia di Latina  
CO-LEADER: 
 

1. Bruno Frattasi, Prefetto di Latina 

2. Guglielmo Bove, funzionario responsabile del progetto Provincia di Latina 

	Quali sono le ‘QUESTIONI CHIAVE’ che verranno dibattute dai partecipanti durante questo workshop di 90 minuti? 


1. How to monitor and address the phenomenon of ‘baby beggars’ / use of minors for begging

2. How to carry out effective intervention to combat this phenomenon

3. How to carry out effective intervention to help the children involved in this activity



	Please briefly describe your project, indicating what makes it special:

ANGEL CARE  project


The Province of Latina lies between Rome and Naples and is affected by the presence of underage (minor) beggars and groups of beggars with children/babies who are of 3 main categories:

· Roma people of non-Italian origin (mainly Romanian) coming in daily from nomadic encampments in Rome and Naples. (Many of them have been in other European countries, most often Germany and France.)
· Roma people of Italian nationality, belonging to traveller groups moving around in vehicles (buses, vans), some coming from spain

· Roma people, mainly Romanian, belonging to a group of immigrants resident in Latina
The use of minors for begging, besides being a serious social problem, is illegal. However, it’s considered a petty crime, so is not confronted consistently by the police. With the passage of time and the significant degree of impunity experienced, the number of child beggars, coming above all from eastern europe, has risen considerably.

Instances of abuse, including sexual exploitation, and of maltreatment  that are tied to the phenomenon of child begging are also being recorded. 

The Province and Prefecture of Latina have reached an agreement with a range of local institutions to mount a project to monitor and confront these developments, which is based on the following: 
1) Employment of voluntary stafff, preferably with previous experience of social work, adequately trained, equipped, insured and recompensed with a minimum attendance fee to make up street units, charged with monitoring begging on the streets and intervening where appropriate.;

2) The setting up of a provincial ‘operating centre’ with a toll-free phone line to coordinate the street units and as an contact/info centre for communication with other citizens, services and partner bodies regarding the project and presence of child beggars.
3) A spreading network (lit: ‘a capillary action’) of monitoring, seven days a week, throughout the Province in order to seek out child beggars, their adult companions, investigate their personal physical and living conditions,  their provenance. 

4) Action on the part of the street units to prevent child begging – by interruption of the activity, and rigorous attempts to collect information concering the family group to which the beggars belong, their social and economic/living conditions, family history; physical condition, school attendance and any other relevant information. 
5) Carrying out intervention aimed at the family groupings they belong to: nutritional and clothing assistance; inscription and support in schools; provision of health care and medicine, also involving close collaboration between the provincial social services, health structures, police force, schools and minor lawcourts wherever the initiatives or actions taken concern these different agencies 

6) A publicity campaign, via radio , Tv , public demonstration, leafleting etc to publicize the initiative and the toll-free line . The campaign slogan is: ‘If you see a child beggar, do something more than giving him a coin: call the toll free “Angel care” number ‘
What makes the project unique: 

In a province strongly affected by this problem, where the police are tied up with more serious criminal affairs, where there is simply not the funding nor the social consensus/political will to organise for ‘professional’ intervention by the authorities, nor to resolve the issue via laws relating to immigrants’ rights (to housing / work) this Project has nevertheless succeeded in implementing an extremely valid programme of assessment and intervention through the employment of voluntary personnel and thanks to really effective collaboration and support between public national and local agencies and a wide variety of third sector bodies, and a successful communication of the project’s aims to the public.
In its first year (2004) the “angel care road units”  effected 412 interventions to prevent child begging across the whole province, which involved 188 children (due to repeat offending). 311 telephone calls were received from the public on the toll-free helpline. 

In 2007 there were 326 interventions by the street units, involving 120 children. Positive actions included distribution of food, school equipment and clothing. 30 immigrant children are being regularly monitored for school attendance. Support for medical care and medicines has been provided. Food and clothing donations are achieved through collections advertaised and carried out by the schools.
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