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2008 WORKSHOP PROPOSAL FORM

WORKSHOP LEADER : Maria Boustedt Hedvall, Senior Advisor,  Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare
CO-PRESENTERS :
 

1. Ann Jönsson, Senior Advisor, Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare 
2. Christina Bohman, Senior Advisor, Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare 
3. Lena Steinholtz-Ekecrantz, Senior Advisor, Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare
4. Possibly: a person working as case manager
	What is/are the main ISSUE or ISSUES that you wish to raise for debate and discussion in this 90 minute workshop? 

1. Preventing homelessness – how can we stimulate local cooperation?

2. How can the user perspective be secured?

3. How can sustainable preventing methods be implemented?


	Please describe your project briefly here, indicating what makes it special:

In February 2007, the Swedish Government adopted a strategy to combat homelessness and exclusion from the housing market. The strategy covers the period 2007-2009. Four objectives have been identified:

1. Everyone shall be guaranteed a roof over his or her head, and be offered further coordinated action based on the need of the individual.

2. There shall be a reduction in the number of women and men who are in prison or at a treatment unit, or have supported accommodation, and who do not have any housing arranged before being discharged or released.

3. Entry into the ordinary housing market shall be facilitated for women and men who are in temporary and transitional, supported accommodation, provided by the social services or others.

4. The number of eviction shall decrease, and no children shall be evicted.

The Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare has been given the commission by the Government to lead and to coordinate further work to combat homelessness. 

Our workshop proposal focuses on two methods in combating homelessness:

1. Preventing evictions - objective number four in the strategy as mentioned above. Here, we will describe good, local practice.

2. Case management. Case management is a method for supporting persons with psychiatric disabilities. The Swedish model is unique in the sense of the case manager being commissioned directly by the client. The Case management model could be of vital importance for preventing homelessness among persons with psychiatric disabilities.      

Cooperation, local practice and a clear user perspective are starting points in the presentation of both these themes.

We plan to involve the participants in the workshop by organizing group discussions, highlighting for example ethical issues about society’s intervention in the lives of the individuals.
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