WELCOME PRAGUE 2009 

On behalf of the European Social Network, I would like to 
welcome you all to the 17th European Social Services Conference here in Prague, in the end of the Chech 
presidency.
In this period of turbulence and financial downturn, I am especially pleased that this conference brings together nearly 400 delegates from ……European countries.

It is perhaps in times like the ones we have seen the last few months that the need for exchange of ideas and cooperation are as most important.
This is a time, not for narrowing our thinking, and just provide less of the same, but rather a time for adopting new fruitful ideas; - hopefully innovative and constructive ideas that we had never come up during other circumstances. 
This conference will offer great opportunities for networking and exchange. Take that chance, approach your colleagues  

 -from other countries -  but in the same business, and you will come home with something that will last much longer than this conference.

This event has been developed in close cooperation with the Chech ministry (and LGA?), and we are delighted that we this morning have mr Petr Simerka, minister for Labour and Social affairs, and mr Oldrich Vlasak, Union of Towns and Municipalitiesf, with us as speakers.
It is also a pleasure to welcome minister Maria Larsson, Sweden, the country who takes over the presidency in about a weeks time. We are also supported by the European Commission and on our third conference day we are delighted to welcome Commissioner Vladimir Spidla .

It is inevitable not to mention the economic crisis again, that in this moment are dominating the work of politicians and directors.
This brings up the question about how strong our societies are. 

What we can see now is a kind of stresstest of our financial system, but also  a stresstest of our welfare system. Can the member states provide a sustainable welfare model in times of recession? How will falling growth and employment affect poorness and unequality? This will be a test of how well both the political sphere, as well as the directors sphere, can deal with this.

The theme of this conference: “Quality and performance in Social Services in Europe; Better Outcomes for People” is as relevant today as when the title was set a few months ago.
Social Services must provide sustainable support to people, a support that is based on evidence, but also on the experiences from users and professionals. That is the best – probably only – way to achieve confidence among users, and to be a respected profession among other professions.
 There is a real need to learn from and benchmark the experience demonstrated in our 28 workshops. These workshops represents a real source of best practice, and in my view, they are composed in a way that can attract delegates from all countries. So just enjoy this smorgasbord that you are offered, as well as the social programme of the conference.

