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Report Workshop 27

Human Technology – a new world of possibilities in supporting a normal lifestyle for people with “invisible disabilities”

The workshop gathered participants from different European countries, such as Slovenia, Slovak Republic, Belgium, Czech Republic, United Kingdom, Ireland and Sweden just to mention some of them. The European Social Network, ESN, and among their delegates were their chair Mr Lars-Göran Jansson.

Spontaneous comments, after the presentation of the assistive devices, were:

- “this I could also need”

- “could be useful for me too”

- “persons with dementia could also use this”

- “very interesting”

- “very well organised”

The following discussion showed the big differences between our different countries in Europe. On one hand between old and new members of the European Union and on the other hand in countries not yet members of the Union.

What became very clear were the different living conditions/standards for persons with psychiatric illness and disabilities. It covers the area from living in own apartments with support from the social welfare services to still live in mental asylum, to be able to carry out daily activities to be dependent on others good will or charitable activities.

Aspects on mental illness and treatment differs a lot, concerning diagnosis, consequences of mental illness for example disabilities but also the access to treatment and medicine.

Most of this is due to our different legislations in this area and the economic possibilities to reform the essentials of life in each country.

Important conclusions are that every participating country in this workshop saw the possibilities of changing life for this target group and that the society would benefit from increased support even if we each have different conditions to realize the change.

Most of the delegates also referred to other groups that could benefit from new ways of treatment and support of assistive devices.

This is an issue that should be raised among European politicians – it is important to dare investing in new methods and new ways of supporting persons with psychiatric disabilities. 
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