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REVIEWING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR YOUTH AT RISK

	What is/are the main SOCIAL ISSUE/S that you wish to raise for debate and discussion in this 90 minute workshop? 
1. Educational support– Its effects and the difference between Education and Support for Education
2. Indicator of effect – Dimensions and Scales
 

3. The Effectiveness of Support – Empiric Results



	Please describe your project briefly here, indicating what makes it special:

Evaluating the outcome of social services can be a powerful instrument for developing more effective methods and management systems. This presentation is not a proposition for evidence based social work or for ranking organizations according to their outcome indices. The power for development lies in trust, dialogue and a culture of learning.

WIMES is a project which analyses and evaluates the outcome of social services on users with the aim of enhancing the quality of professional social work. The project has been collecting the effects of educational support and examining its effectiveness since 2005. At present, WIMES is being used at ca. 200 welfare services. By mid 2009, ca. 25000 cases will have been collected in a database and analysed. The method, time frame and magnitude of WIMES's data collection is unique in Germany. WIMES is providing empirically sound indicators for the effectiveness of aid measures, its evaluation is action research. WIMES is being instructed by youth welfare services to establish analyses for them in order to use these in their day-to-day activities, such as case and care management. On the basis of WIMES, a project will be set up to investigate why people are dropping out of educational support and to develop countermeasures. There will also be a project which will compare the effectiveness of educational support in several European countries.

Proposed workshop format:
The workshop will be an interactive session. Participants will receive information, questions and exercises and will use the ‘Metaplan’ technique ie coloured cards, marker pens and large sheets of paper for visualizing, analyzing and recording ideas and information resulting in a final collage of ideas. There will be a selection of Power point charts to illustrate effectiveness results to support the presentation. 













