See Me not the Dementia, Film Transcript.
 
Dementia-related illnesses are a growing Worldwide problem. In the UK a third of people are diagnosed and treated for dementia every year – yet a further two thirds go undetected. Each year volunteers contribute the equivalent of £53 Billion worth of work.
 
Staffordshire County Council is leading the way for other Local Authorities across Europe with its innovative approach to early intervention and prevention concerning dementia. It also involves users and carers in shaping the delivery and outcomes of services provided and commissioned.

 
There are now 12 café groups across Staffordshire that support those suffering from dementia and their carers. It means there is at least one facility like this in each district providing invaluable advice, support and information to those who need it.
 
MASE Group is the latest one to open. Based in the village of Haughton, near Stafford MASE stands for Monthly Alzheimers Support Evening and follows a similar format to the Alz and Approach Cafes already established in the County.
  
Daphne Sharpe:
“The MASE Group is a Monthly Alzheimers Support Evening and the function of it is to get carers together, to network with each other, and to build up a network of support – with each other really. To learn about benefits, what they’re entitled to and really just to build up a social network of friends.

Groups like this cannot function without a core team of volunteers, and these guys come out month after month, no pay, if they get a sandwich at the end of the night  they’re really lucky and they’re on their feet all the time. A lot of them have worked all day and then have put on their uniforms to come out, so, you know, we couldn’t do it without the volunteers and those are the people we need.”
The Group in Haughton first opened on the evening of Thursday 9th April 09 and will continue to meet on the first Thursday of each month.
 
The Mase Group is a lifeline to those who use it.
Over 100 people came to the first night. Including Elsie & Bill Bailey both 89yrs old.
 
Elsie & Bill Bailey:
 “Well I think everybody has been wonderful, I can’t thank anybody enough because I feel that they have helped us. Without them, we would have just sat in the house by ourselves, day in and day out.”
The aim of the night is to provide opportunites for carers to meet and socialise with others in the same position. 
 
At the start of the evening local politicians, health care professionals and charities pledged their support for the group.
 
Because music is such an important stimulant for those with dementia each evening features music and song… and sometimes dance.
 
Dr Greaves:
“The people in this area have done this all on their own. Our only input is to create an environment for early diagnosis, so we’ve brought over a professor, who has got a speciality interest in dementia, so we can diagnose within four weeks to reduce the diagnosis times so we’re meeting the target of early diagnosis. But then what do we do with that? And these people are helping people who’ve been given the diagnosis of dementia to come to terms with it and to know what to do to help their loved ones.
This is really an essential service. Not just a really good example fo care. For me this is really something that should be replicated right the way across the United Kingdom.”

Across the County of Staffordshire there are now 12 similar groups. These are well liked and attended and due to their success and popularity the numbers are growing - providing a valuable, much needed resource for the future. 
 
 
