WORKSHOP CONTACT PERSON: Ivan de Lima, Project leader, Socialcenter Vest, Municipality of Aarhus, Denmark 
EMAIL 
idl@aarhus.dk
CO-PRESENTERS 
Gitte Krogh, Head of Socialcenter Vest, Municipality of Aarhus, Denmark
	INVOLVING YOUTH TO PROMOTE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP

	What is/are the main SOCIAL ISSUE/S that you wish to raise for debate and discussion in this 90 minute workshop? 
1. How to promote social responsibility and active citizenship among citizens in local areas?


2. How to make resourceful young people engage themselves in voluntary social work?
  


	Please describe your project briefly here, indicating what makes it special:

In the last 6 years youth crime and vandalism committed by Somalis in Aarhus (the second largest city in Denmark) has declined remarkably. At the same time Employment and educational attainment among the 3,400 Somalis in Aarhus has shown great progress. 

One reason for this development is that since 2002 the municipality has managed to successfully build up a strong network of young Somalis, called Youth for Youth (Youth4Youth). 

Youth4Youth is based on the assumption that norms, attitudes and behaviours are generally developed through interactions between young people sharing the same age and environment.


The network works like a "big club" consisting of 50 to 60 young volunteers individually and collectively behaving like role models of good behaviour among the young people in the local area. 

The young participants in the network develop, initiates and carry out activities, primarily dealing with the influence of criminals and crime-prone young people in the local area. At the same time, the project also contributes significantly to the volunteers’ own personal development and self-awareness. 
Youth4Youth is anchored at Socialcenter Vest and the youth programme in this part of the city. Youth4Youth received the Municipality of Aarhus’ integration prize 2008 for their efforts and results in Aarhus West.
Proposed workshop format:

The workshop will be divided into 3 sessions presented in English: 

1st: An information movie produced by the young people themselves. The movie shows the social work in Youth4Youth and has English subtitles


2nd: Additional lectures performed by 2 young people from Youth4Youth

3rd: Time for discussion: How can other regions and countries benefit from the network's experiences in their work with children and youth?

In the 3rd session the participants will get an opportunity to ask the people from Youth4Youth questions, and they will also be challenged to think in a broad and creative way about how they can use information from the workshop in their work with children and youth. The aim is to create a bank of ideas for planning similar projects.












