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Summary:  In the municipality of Yafo, Tel Aviv, urban renewal is 
being undertaken taking a social perspective. As the 
majority of vulnerable people (people with low socio- 
economic status, elderly people, migrants and refugees, 
etc…) are living in areas of Yafo targeted for urban 
renewal, the Municipality’s urban renewal and city social 
planning are being informed by the use of geographic 
information system (GIS) mapping to map the social and 
economic situation of vulnerable groups living in the 
municipality and through social surveys in order to learn 
about the daily functioning of the population in designated 
areas. This has contributed to the development of an 
evidence-based, inclusive, integrated and sustainable 
city strategy. The GIS mapping was performed using 
municipal data, water use and consumption data and 
information from social services. The programme is being 
implemented through a collaboration between the city 
planning division, the strategic planning unit, community 
social workers, architects, urban planners and local 
change actors.  

Resources:  The programme was fully funded by the municipality of 
Yafo.  
 
 
 
 

Objectives: The main objective of the programme was taking a social 
perspective in urban renewal to inform the overall city 
plan and respond to the needs of the vulnerable 
population living in Yafo.  
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Outcomes:  The programme led to the creation of a social database 
with information on needs of the vulnerable population 
living in the municipality of Yafo. The use of GIS mapping 
allowed the physical planning to be more sensitive 
towards the needs of the most vulnerable groups. 
Priorities were for example shifted to the need to ensure 
accessibility to public services, affordable housing and an 
adaptation of residential apartments to a variety of 
households had to be undertaken.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluation of 
practice:  

The programme has not yet been fully evaluated.  
 
 
 
 
 


